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Book Reviews

Ouvrages parus

Stamp Perforations with Particular Emphasis on 
Canadian Stamps
By R. A. Johnson. Published by the British North America Philatelic Society, 2009. Spiral bound, 8.5x11 inches, 
104 pages ISBN: 978-1-897391-48-8 $56.95; Credit card orders (Visa, Mastercard) will be billed for exact amount 
of shipping plus $2 per order. For payment by cheque or money order, add 10% in Canada, 15% to the US, 20% 
overseas. GST is payable for Canadian orders. BNAPS members receive a 40% discount. Available from: Ian 
Kimmerly Stamps, 62 Sparks Street, Ottawa, ON K1P 5A8, Canada. Phone: (613) 235-9119. Internet orders can 
be placed at www.iankimmerly.com/books/

If you have ever wondered 
what a platen or harrow per-

foration is, how a line perforation differs from a comb per-
foration, or the difference between a single T- and a double 
T-comb perforation, or how H-combs differ from double 
H-combs, this book is for you. 

Of course, Stamp Perforations with Particular Emphasis on 
Canadian Stamps is more than a mere primer on stamp perfora-
tions. It delves into the minutiae of the topic and corrects the 
erroneous information prevalent in extant philatelic literature 
that deals with the various aspects of adhesive stamp perfora-
tions. 

The book is divided into seven amply illustrated chap-
ters, including an introduction, plus a three-page preface and 
acknowledgement.

Chapter 1 draws a comparison between the tagging on 
Canadian stamps and their perforations. The author makes 
the valid argument that “tagging” is currently a neglected 
facet of Canadian philately much as has been the case with 
perforations for the past 150 years. Both are ”add-ons,” 
according to Johnson.     

In Chapter 2, we learn about the origin and history of the 
perforation gauge. What readers will find noteworthy is that 
it took 20 years before a standardized perforation gauge was 
adopted following the first successful demonstration of Henry 
Archer’s perforation machine.   

Chapter 3 reveals how one can identify the printers that 
have produced the more recent Canadian stamp issues from 
the way that they perforate them. The secret is in understand-
ing how these various printers fail to adjust their perforating 
machines properly and accurately. Machines that are not per-
fectly adjusted leave telltale perforation variations that allow 
aficionados to identify the printer.       

The theme of Chapter 4 is the efficacy of the different per-
foration gauges on the market and which ones are the best 
based on their design. Readers will also learn the fascinating 
connection between clock and perforation machine manufac-
turers. 

One of the two appendices in chapter 5 gives an enlighten-
ing exchange between the engraving firm of Rawdon, Hatch, 
Wright and Edson and Canada’s Wm. H. Griffin, Deputy 
Postmaster General. It discusses the merits of two patents for 
the rotary perforating machines. A successor to these pioneer 
machines, the Stickney Perforating Machine, was recently 
uncovered in storage at the Smithsonian Institute National 
Postal Museum in Washington, DC.     

What may look like a normal perforation might not 
be what it appears. Chapters 6 and 7 outline the results of 
a study of the Third Bill Stamps and the “Young Queen” 
Victoria Federal Law Stamps. The study concluded that some 
of these stamps, contrary to earlier beliefs, have irregular per-
forations. 

A careful reading of the author’s groundbreaking research 
reveals that the lack of a clear understanding of the methods 
used to perforate Canadian stamps, combined with the less-
than-perfect measuring capabilities of our perforation gauges, 
has resulted in the inaccurate measurement of some  perfora-
tions as listed in our catalogues.       

This publication is highly recommended for all stamp 
enthusiasts eager to gain a better understanding of an aspect 
of the hobby that has all too often been poorly presented 
in philatelic literature. Stamp Perforations with Particular 
Emphasis on Canadian Stamps is a well-researched, scholarly 
work that deserves a place on the bookshelves of philatelic 
libraries. 

Tony Shaman 
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Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue Commonwealth & 
British Empire Stamps 1840-1970
Published by Stanley Gibbons Publications. 2010 edition. ISBN 10:0-85259-731-2 and ISBN 13:978-0-85259-
731-6. Case bound, 696 pages, 297 X 210 mm; Retail price 72.50 British pounds. Orders can be placed by 
telephone:+44(0)1425-472363 or by e-mail:sales@stanleygibbons.co.uk  Also available at www.stanleygibbons.
com or from the publisher at 5 Parkside, Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3SH. 

Collectors familiar with this 
historic catalogue, now in its 
112th edition, will appreciate the 
many changes and additions that 
the publisher has incorporated 

into this much improved, new edition. 

Most notable are the new colour illustrations. Also new 
are the listings of several new plate flaws, including a number 

of the 1935 Silver Jubilee stamps. Other notable additions are: 
a second ‘B’ overprint of the British Post Office in Siam; priced 
notes on Newfoundland imperforate issues; revisions to the 
South African official stamps; and new printing details for 
Transvaal’s Pietersburg issues.       

Stamp prices, not surprisingly, shown for mint and used 
copies, continue to creep upwards from those in last year’s 
edition. The strong prices throughout many of the listed 

Canadian Interrupted Flight Covers
By Major (Retired) R. K. Malott. Published by the British North America Philatelic Society, 2009. Spiral bound, 
8.5x11 inches, 136 pages ISBN: 978-1-897391-52-5 (colour) $105.00; 978-1-897391-53-2 (b&w) $39.95. Credit card 
orders (Visa, Mastercard) will be billed for exact amount of shipping plus $2 per order. For payment by cheque 
or money order, add 10% in Canada, 15% to the US, 20% overseas. GST is payable for Canadian orders. 
BNAPS members receive a 40% discount. Available from: Ian Kimmerly Stamps, 62 Sparks Street, Ottawa, ON 
K1P 5A8, Canada. Phone: (613) 235-9119. Internet orders can be placed at www.iankimmerly.com/books/

Dick Malott’s Canadian 
Interrupted Flight Covers is the 
56th volume in the British 
North America Philatelic 

Society exhibit series. Interrupted flight covers include crash 
covers that were damaged or delayed while enroute to their 
destinations. As with other volumes in this series, it will prove 
to be a useful addition to philatelic libraries of individuals 
who are intent on improving their chances of earning higher 
awards at the national and international levels of competition. 

The exhibit was first shown at ITALIA ’85 where it earned 
a Large Silver medal. Since that time, it has moved up to the 
Large Vermeil level at various FIP shows including, most 
recently, China 2009. 

At ORAPEX 2006, the exhibit took a Gold medal and the 
Grand Award. And, no wonder: It is a comprehensive col-
lection of material showing examples of major air crashes in 
Canada and elsewhere, including a not-flown cover prepared 
for the famous 1927 London, Ontario, to London, England, 
flight that ended in disaster when the plane, piloted by 
Captain Terence Tully and Lieutenant James Metcalf, disap-
peared over the Atlantic on September 7, 1927. No trace of the 
aircraft or crew was ever found.  

Also included in the exhibit are interrupted flight cov-
ers mailed from places such as the United States, England, 
Scotland, Italy and India between 1915 and 1984.

Exhibited material is shown chronologically. Each section 
is highlighted with items related to a specific crash or other 
cause that interrupted the flight such as mechanical failure, 
for instance. It is an expansive exhibit, consisting of eight, 
16-page frames, divided into 20 sections.

Earliest flown cover in the exhibit is dated June 23, 1918. 
It was one of 124 covers flown from Montreal to Toronto and 
bears a triangular red cachet dated June 23.  Due to inclement 
weather, the flight was delayed for a day. Although this cover 
is the earliest flown cover in the exhibit, there is an earlier 
example, a postcard, intended to be carried by plane to New 
Kensington, Pennsylvania. It is cancelled September 4, 1915, 
but the flight never took place as the plane crashed during a 
trial flight in Windsor, Ontario. 

Although the exhibit is replete with examples of inter-
rupted covers and postcards from pioneer airmail days, 
later material is equally well represented. For example, no 
fewer than nine pieces of mail from flight 621 that crashed 
at the then Toronto International Airport, on July 1, 1970, are 
included in the exhibit. Of the 126 registered letters aboard the 
ill-fated Air Canada Jet Liner, two are shown in the exhibit, as 
is a postcard, an acknowledgement of receipt card, an aero-
gramme and several first-class covers. 

It is this comprehensive variety of material that has made 
it an award-winning exhibit.      

Available in colour and black-and-white versions, one of 
the two versions will likely meet the needs of collectors look-
ing for ways to improve their own exhibits or to learn more 
about delayed, damaged or crash covers. 

Although at $105.00 the colour version is not inexpensive, it 
becomes more affordable when one takes into the 40% discount 
available to members of the British North America Philatelic 
Society. We are recommending this publication for anyone with 
an interest in postal history, particularly aerophilately with an 
emphasis on flown mail and associated ephemera.        

Tony Shaman
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countries reflect current market conditions. Prices for the Asia 
Commonwealth listings in particular are strong, as are coun-
tries in Africa, the West Indies, Australian states and New 
Zealand. The stamps of Canada show many price increases, as 
does the Newfoundland section. 

Included in this classic catalogue are the stamps of 
the Commonwealth and British Empire from each postal 
administration’s initial issue up to and including the 1970 
issues of King George VI. Colonies that amalgamated into 
larger territories are grouped together before the country 
united, while dependent territories, as of 1970, appear after 
the main listings. For example, Australian states appear 
before Australia itself while Norfolk Island, Papua New 
Guinea and the other Australian dependencies appear  
after it. 

Also included in this latest edition are a comprehensive 
contents page; an eight-page spread of general philatelic infor-
mation and guidelines to the scope of this work, including a 
list of abbreviations found in the catalogue; an international 
philatelic glossary comprising nearly three page; and a listing 
of specialist philatelic societies. 

Much of the success of this popular publication is attribut-
able to the detailed information provided by specialist societ-
ies. Their ongoing research brings to collectors the very latest 
available information on a number of countries. Revisions to 
the 2010 edition and newly listed varieties are outlined in a 
preface by the editor.        

Examples of newly listed varieties include more than 40 
inverted or reversed watermarked issues. For instance, the 
Silver Jubilee Study Circle, in addition to providing illustra-
tions of Australian, Canadian and South African varieties, 
was also instrumental in adding new listings to the “Windsor 
Castle” issues.

Priced at 72.50 British pounds, this work, although not 
inexpensive, is a bargain when one considers the quality of 
its workmanship, its comprehensive content, and its practical 
lifetime. It is a work in the finest tradition of philatelic pub-
lishing. The publication continues to improve with each new 
edition and we have no hesitation in recommending it to the 
stamp collecting community.

Tony Shaman

Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue Part 19 Middle East
Published by Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 7th edition, 2009. ISBN 10:0-85259-719-3 and ISBN 13:978-0-85259-719-4. 
Soft cover, 432 pages, 297 X 210 mm; Retail price 42.50 British pounds. Orders can be placed by telephone: 
+44(0)1425-472363 or by e-mail:sales@stanleygibbons.co.uk  Also available from the publisher at 7 Parkside, 
Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hants, BH24 3SH or from www.stanleygibbons.com 

The 7th edition of the 
Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue 
Part 19 Middle East, the first 
reprint since 2005, is now avail-
able virtually in full colour. It 
is the only English-language 
catalogue covering the entire 

Middle East region in a single volume. 

In addition to the listing of mint and used stamps, fully 
priced, this updated catalogue also lists booklets and all major 
stamp varieties including perforations, watermarks, shade 
variations, overprints and major print errors. Detailed notes 
are provided on machine labels, although those of Israel, 
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates are unpriced. 

Countries covered in the catalogue are the following: 
Abu Dhabi, Aden, Ajman, Bahrain, British Postal Agencies 
in Eastern Arabia, Dubai, Egypt, Fujeira, Gaza, Iraq, 
Israel Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Muscat, Oman, Palestine, 
Palestinian Authority, Qatar, Ras al Khaima, Saudi Arabia, 
Sharjah, South Arabia, Syria, Trucial States, Umm al Qiwain, 
United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Stamp design indexes for Bahrain, Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates have been updated. For Egypt, Jordan, Oman 
and Syria, design indexes have been added for the first time. 
These indexes are especially useful for topical and thematic 
collectors although the catalogue itself is highly detailed and 
informative. For the benefit of postal historians, there are sig-

nificant postal history entries and explanatory notes for the 
various stamp issues, where applicable. 

Arabic has for the first time been included in the four-page 
International Philatelic Glossary of commonly used phila-
telic terms. The other languages, besides English, are French, 
German, Spanish and Italian. This feature will undoubtedly 
appeal to collectors in non-English-speaking counties, particu-
larly those from the Middle East. 

The Yemen section of the catalogue is extensive. It deals 
with issues related to the political break-up of the country. 
Listed separately, for example, are the stamps of the Yemen 
Kingdom and Imamate, the Republic, and the Royalist Civil 
War Issues. The stamps of the Yemen People’s Democratic 
Republic are broken out for the People’s Republic of Southern 
Yemen, the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, and Upper 
Yafa. And, lastly, there is the Yemen Republic (combined). 

A four-page outline of general philatelic information and 
guidelines to the scope of the catalogue is valuable informa-
tion for beginner and longtime collectors alike. It offers infor-
mation and advice on how to make best use of the catalogue’s 
many features. 

Exquisitely prepared, with pride of workmanship evident 
throughout, this publication will prove its value for general 
collectors and for philatelists with a specific interest in the 
stamps of the thirty-odd postal administrations listed in this 
latest edition.

Tony Shaman  
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Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth Stamp Catalogue 
Belize, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago
Published by Stanley Gibbons (5 Parkside, Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, Great Britain, BH24 3SH). 
ISBN 10:0-85259-733-9 and ISBN 13:978-0-85259-733-0. Softbound cover, 208 pages; 170 X 240 mm. Retail price 
19.95 British pounds. Orders can be placed by telephone:01425-472363 or by e-mail:sales@stanleygibbons.co.uk 
or Internet:www.stanleygibbons.com

Stanley Gibbons has come 
out with a new catalogue pric-
ing the stamps of Belize, Guyana, 
Trinidad and Tobago.  This first 

edition continues the firm’s popular One-Country catalogue 
series. Included in this all-new publication are the early colo-
nial listings of British Honduras from 1865; British Guiana 
from 1850; Trinidad from 1847; and Tobago from 1879. 

New issue listing updates are as follows: Belize to 
November 2008; Guyana to August 2008; and Trinidad and 
Tobago to July 2008. 

Because this catalogue also doubles as a retail price list for 
stamps sold by Stanley Gibbons Ltd, it includes a 15-page sec-
tion of philatelic information and guidelines. 

Prices for stamps issued to 1970 are taken from the pub-
lisher’s 2009 Commonwealth and Empire Stamp Catalogue; subse-
quent issues are specifically priced for this new edition.

Prices are quoted for mint and used stamps and are sub-
ject to change, according to the publisher. If the condition of a 
stamp is not as described, the amount paid will be refunded 

as outlined in the company’s guarantee policy. Essentially, the 
stamps’ list prices are the publisher’s estimated selling prices 
at the time of the catalogue’s publication. Prices, as outlined 
under the publisher’s sales terms and conditions, are for 
stamps “in fine condition for the issue concerned.”

Also included in this new price list are major plate flaws 
and printing errors, watermark variations, shades, postage 
due stamps and official issues. Booklets are also listed along 
with useful notes dealing with stamp identification and a 
guide to prices of stamps on cover up to 1945. Virtually all 
stamp images are illustrated in full colour. 

These reasonably priced One-Country Stanley Gibbons 
catalogues, now numbering more than twenty in the series, are 
excellent alternatives to the more comprehensive and much 
higher-priced publications. They are recommended for philat-
elists whose collecting interests are limited to the stamps of a 
specific country or group of countries as well as for individuals 
wishing to expand their collecting horizons. This all-new cata-
logue will appeal to novice and experienced collectors alike.

Tony Shaman

This symbol

is your assurance that the dealer displaying it has 
subscribed to a high standard of business principles 
and ethics. When you are buying or selling stamps, 
covers or postcards, you should look for deal-
ers displaying this logo. We are the professional 
association to which they belong.

the Canadian Stamp
dealers’ association

p.o. Box 81, lambeth stn.
london, on n6p 1p9
www.csdaonline.com

The Canadian Philatelist Searchable 
Database • found at www.rpsc.org
Each issue of The Canadian Philatelist (up to five 
years ago) has been scanned and assembled into 

PDF files for on-line viewing (each issue is in one 
complete PDF file). You can now search a database 
that contains each article’s Title, Author (last name 

and initial), Topic (and sub topic in most instances), 
Year of publication, Volume and Number.

La base de données interrogeable du 
Philaléliste canadien se trouve dans 

le site www.rpsc.org
Chaque numéro du Philatéliste canadien (des cinq 

dernières années) a été numérisé et assemblé en 
fichier PDF afin d’en permettre la visualisation en 
ligne (un fichier PDF par numéro). Vous pouvez 
maintenant faire une recherche dans une base de 
données qui comporte le titre de chaque article, 

le nom de l’auteur (nom de famille et initiales), le 
sujet (et les sous-sujets dans la plupart des cas), 
l’année de publication, le volume et le numéro.
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in my opinion
a mon AVIS
by/par Richard Logan

That is a question I ask frequently.

I bring it up when I speak to a philatelist who is 
not currently a member of “The Royal.”

It is a pointed question, even a leading question, 
because I’m trying to make a point – if philately is 
important to you, then membership in The Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada is in your interests.

The “Royal,” a national organization, has a two 
part mission: to promote and defend the interests of 
philately in Canada; and to provide services of value 
to its members. The first part of the mission is the 
most important.

Without an advocate – a well organized national 
voice – our individual and collective philatelic inter-
ests are vulnerable. Our interests are vulnerable to fix-
ity – the absence of growth; our interests are vulnera-
ble to erosion -- post office administrations are eroding 
the value of stamp collecting and postal history; and 
our interests are vulnerable to ignorance – self cen-
tered local stamp clubs and the absence of a provincial 

committee in each province to bind the organization 
together to keep our interests protected.

I have heard some of the most flagrant excuses 
from non members. Some take it for granted that what 
we as philatelists have now will  be there forever. 
They therefore reason that a $34.50 membership fee  
is a “frill.” Some dredge up real or imagined neglects 
therefore they see withholding their $34.50 as a way 
of settling a feeling of resentment. Some complain that 
being on a fixed income in a poor economy makes it 
impossible to pay the membership fee.

All in all, RPSC membership is all about protecting 
your own philatelic interests. If philately is important 
to you, you owe it to yourself to support the only 
national organization that believes that the Hobby of 
Stamp and Postal History Collecting is important.

Sure, if you are reading this piece then you are 
probably already a “Royal” member; however, you 
probably know several philatelists who are not mem-
bers. Therefore, to better protect your own interests, 
please convince those others to join the “Royal.”  *

How important is the Royal Philatelic Society to you?
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We hold three major auctions per year, with an abundance of 
Canada, Provinces, British Commonwealth and Foreign, from 

classic singles and sets, to country collections and large estate lots.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canada’s premier and longest running stamp auction house.
Since 1924, helping collectors and dealers acquire and sell quality 

stamps for three generations. Contact us today to find out how we can 
help you get top realizations for your collection.

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call or write us for a free catalogue, you can also view our entire sale 

online with large colour photos and sign up for email notifications.

r. maresch & son 
5TH FLOOR 6075 YONGE ST TORONTO ON  M2M 3W2 

 (416) 363-7777 www.maresch.com FAX (416) 363-6511 


